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‘'Web Connect

by JOHN BONKE
staff writer , :
Parents of- students at USA High School
or Middle School can see how their chil-
dren are doing by accessing a Web site
that reports on their, child’s progress. Par-
ents can see if mmm_szwEm have been
completed and how the student did. Par-
ents can also view attendance records..
The Emozdmsom is current S:.._HE go or
three amu\m oo .
This is made possible by a E»\Sou ver-’
sion.of a specialized computer’ wmomnt
and the school and. parents are pleased. -
USA Superintendent Kip Walker said,
“The building principals, especially Mike

Harris, saw the potential this has for real-

time Eomnmmm H@wo:m as an intervention
tool”

He noted using this tool can replace a
conversation parents may sometimes have

with their child, 9&_9 ww characterized -

as:

“How’s m<QO=bm going?”

“Fine” - .

- Another positive impact of the program -
is it allows schools to communicate not”
only on a regular basis but on a more
~timely one. .

“We (schools traditionally) communi-
cate quarterly,” Walker noted. He added, if
parents know there’s a problem Eov\.om:,.
intervene. “Parents can identify an area in

partners in_education,” Walker explained.”
Walker ‘said the efforts at USA have
been made easier:by of Fred Sharpsteen,
.,Ew mqroo%m 8&5@5@ coordinator:“Fred:
hag-werked hard on getting. us a-good -
m oduct,” Walkes'§id. He also praised the

“been phenomenal "as a support wmamoH_
teachers and staff can turn to- for. help,”
Walker said.

_Nitz, an mméémqmnz@ secretary and

A LS

-about 6 a.m. to'about 2 p.m.,

. 1 - importantito me?”
which a mana heeds help. Parénts can'be

“time,
ﬁnomammmq .

‘support provided by Cheri Nitz. _“She has ,,

chools; isn " |

is a“hit” with parents of c,,m>

~amostly in the middle of the

e said refer-
ring to usage data he has gathered. Grades - -
are the most-often viewed items, he
added. Parents can log on at home or any-
where they have an Internet - connection,
"he noted. -

The system m:oém for step-parents and

other adults, such as grandparents, ?mﬁa.

wB.oEm or guardians to be involvéd in the ::
education .of the child; ‘The- system also
allows for parenits ifi ‘an extenided family,
-even if.out of the area, 10 stay connected.

“Parents who have used the system are
<a@ positive about this experience.

- Dr. Cheryl Canfield, a parent of USA
students said she likes the feature because
_she likes to keep up with how her kids are
“doing. .She said the program allows both

~the .parent and student to know where

they’re at.” She noted the parent.and .the
student can tell if assignments, as well.as
and notes to excuse absernces, have been
EBOQE and recorded. “I can get a handle

on it now rather than at the end ‘of the-

marking period,” said Dr. Canfield. Can-
field said how often she uses the program
varies.

. Mary Kuhl, a EHQ: omwoz. oEEHon mﬁ
. USA, said the systeér

helpful

2

tool.” She added, “I enjoy UoEw mEo to go-

on mbg.mmonEm ‘where Em% Te at —it’s-Vety

$aid she feels miost parerits skiotild

" be ..vao to, use the.program. regardless: o&

Tevel of ability with computers.
-She-added she uses the feature-a. o.:E
sach week .cwom:mo ﬁmowE :

Emmam m. OOEOOUH

She said her oEE_m: moEoEdwm mm_a ?n )

. her to look on the computer so they can

w:os bq they’re - E_mmEm any mmmﬁmﬁga

+<out.the additional homework and the new-
. -mess of grades to a former elementary stu-

mE%_:m

) @ @fﬁw mnm-n: %mﬁozﬁ&

2230

Nobbumwwmfmu_nmcmwogwme

-dent.could be a source of m_H@mm but %Em
the site can help.

Lang, who uses the feature every éoow
said a Jparent can check on. their child’s
‘progréss throughout” the moroQ year and .
seé-what, as a EBE Emu\ can do. .

uc_s Clubs A

coal s |

‘Baé .Howowﬂ can set Eu their gradebook
on:the:system.. :mEm different weights for "
assignments, @ENNom Homa and exams,
Beagle said:

The program: lets E@ teac
EooSEonm to excuse a stude:
are’abisent and miss an assignifient and the
ooB@Eon EE Boﬂ EoEam Emﬁ -as a zero,
- he noted. :

_uros 8:;5 of SDS

.‘wommﬂm said he mEH, .me@m a rEm copy . ,Hr.m ::»mo wrosﬁ a.sample m—.m&m_ucow
gradebook in.case. the eleetronic; amﬂm ever ~Dage for a student: Tabs can. g.:.m up
‘would belost. 1 schedule and attendance.

Beagle said the biggest cwsmma om %Em
99&585 is it. m:oém parents to'be Eco:

P

allows for a parent to o:mow at roBo or H,SB
- work or wherever they are at, hé said. Bea-
gle. pointed out the parents can receive a
.weekly printout if they have no Internet
L -access. -

~Sharpsteen noted sometime i

- portal, reby integrating all of the. student’s
* information such .as grades, m:o:mmgm

isn? oEm welldn school, :Eor _u&maoom and more.-;; -
E@ morooH m_E contacis.the parents, but this- - -+ -
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friendly, said Sharpsteen. -

feachers and Staff can furn 1o Tor help.

Walker said.
Z:N an administrative secretary and
roll ¢ wﬁﬁ,wmmh forUSA Schools, is in
harge em%%zEJoﬂzm the SDS function
mﬁ Gw> She trains teachers and secre-
taries how to enter data into the system.
Also, if a teacher or a secretary has a ques-
tion, Nitz said she’ll answer the question
or call SDS and find out the answer.
This . néw vgrsion, &onm with being
more visually-pleasing, is more user-

»

Sharpsteen said using the site helps get
parents involved by allowing them to eas-
ily see what assignments have been turned
in. He added, “It lets them check on atten-
dance without having to call in to the.
school.” ‘Sharpsteen explained the pro-
s morna_:m

)

gram accommodates the parent
if they are unable to call
during normal school hours.
“(The program) allows par-
ents the opportunity to
check on data 24/7” He
noted the site assists with
the educational philosophy:
“To be successful, we need
to get everyone involved in
the education of the child.”
Sharpsteen said traffic to
the site has doubled since
last- year and he estimates
visits at about 2,000 per
month. Parents use the site

to focus on

portfolio using
asset allocation.

* proactive.

OoEmQ me noaww

rebalancing your
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her to look on the computer so they can

“know % they’re missing any assignments

Kuhl $3id normally she uses Eo m:@ more
so during the week™ ~
Kuhl pointed out another feature allows

parents to see if- absences have been.

excused and can mozoi up with the stu-
dent and teacher: .-

Lisa Lang, a parent of a USA Middle
School student, said, “I love it. I'm so glad
they put it in the Middle School. It’s so

“It’s a great way to keep on 8@ of
things,” she added. “We have to help them
but let them take respensibility, too.” Lang
said a parent might be concerned when
their child enters the middle school level.

““There’s a big transition between 4th

and 5th grades,” she noted. Lang pointed
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Financial Advisor

- B 2004 F150 m\n x4 XLT: 548, Auto, Air.PW, E Ceuise, Two Tone Paint, Tilt; StkitP12037

B 2007 Ford Taurus SE: 4 Door, Auto, Alr, Cruise, Tilt, PW, PL, Low Miles, Stk#P1392

$18,995 i

2006 Ford Escape XLT 4x4: 4 Door, Auto, V6, Air, PW. PL, Cruise, Ti, >z FMICD, Stk#P129T

$18,995¢

2005 Ford Escape 4x& XLT: V6, Auto, Leather, Ford Certfied

2004 F150 Supercab STX 4x: V8, Auto, A, Cruise, Tilt StkéP1318T

$17,995 ¢

| 2005 Dodge Grand Caravan SE: Stow & Go Seats, V6, Auto, 7 Pass. Seating, Cruise, Ti,

PW, PL, Rear Air & Heat, Alloy Wheels

$17,995
$16,995 §

2005 Mercury Montego: Loaded; V6, Auto, Air, PW, PL, AMIFMICD, Only 5,000 Miles, Stk#12882
2005 Dodge Grand Caravan SE: Stow & Go Seats, V6, Auto, 7 Pass. Seating, Cruise, Ti,
PW, PL, Rear Air & Heat, Alloy Wheels

$16.995
$16,995 |

2007 Ford Taurus SEL: 4 Door, V6, Auto >= Cruise, Tilt, PW, PL, Floor Shift, Leather, Stk#P1394

$15,995 §

2007 Ford Taurus SEL: 4 Door,V6, Auto, Air, PW, PL, Cruise, Tilt, Low Miles, Floor Shift, Stk#P1393
2007 Ford Taurus SE: 4 Door, V6, Auto, Air, Cruise, PW, PL, Stk#P1389

$15,495 §
$14,995 B

$14,995F

2007 Ford Taurus SE: 4 Door, V6, Auto, Air, Cruise, PW, PL, StkP1390
2004 Jeep Liberty Sport: 4x4, V6, Auto, Air, PW, Pt Cruise, Tilt, Stk#1396T.

$14,995€
$14,995 R

2006 Ford Taurus SE: 4 Door, Auto, Alr, Cruise, Tit, PW, PL, Spoiter, Power Seat, Only 4,000 Mites, Stk#P1370

.$13,995

2006 Ford Taurus SE: 4 Door, V6, Auto, Air, Cruise, Tilt, PW, PL, Stk#P1331.......
2003 Ford F150 SLT Supercab: [oaded, 2WD, Auto, V6, 32,000 Miles, Stkf1 255T.

$13,495§
$13,495 B

2004 Mercury Grand Marquis LS: Lea her, Loaded, Low Miles

$13,495 §

2003 Jeep Liherty Sport 4x4: 4 Door, 6, Auto, Air, W, PL, Cruise, Tl AMIFMICD, Stk#P13967...-
2006 Ford Taurus SE: 4 Door, Auto, Alr, Low Miles, PW, PL, Cruise, Tilt, AMIFMICD, Stk#1290,

$12,995

2003 Ford Explorer: 4x4, 4 Door, V6, Auto, Air, Cruise, Tilt, PW, PL, Stk#]26431

$12,995 §
$12,495 §

2005 Ford Focus ZXS5: 4 Door, Auto, Cruise, Tikt, PW, PL, Stk#138335

$10,995

2004 Dodge Stratus SXT: 4 Door, V6, Auto, Alr, Cruise, Tilt, PW, PL, Moon Roof, Chrome Wheels
2004 Chrysler Sebiing: 4 Door, Auto, Air, Cruise, Tilt, PW, PL, Stk#P1404

$9,995 8
$9,495

2006 Ford Taurus SE: 4 Door, Auto, Alr, Cruise, Tilt, PW, PL, Spoiler, Power Seat, Only 4,000 Miles Stk#P1370

RAYMOND .H>?~Mm@

FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.
Member NASD/SIPC
132 East Huron Avenue -

-269-7248 or 800-750-1461
Dale.Yoder@RaymondJames. com
You \mx&

f 2001 Mercury Grand Marquis LS: Leather, Cloth Top, Loaded, Stkif128433
M 2003 Dodge Caravan SXT: Quad Seats, V8, Auto, Ar, PW, PL, Cruise, Tilt, Stki132783

“THERE ARE NO MINOR AUTO ACCIDENTS
SERIOUS INJURIES CAN OCCUR AT SPEEDS LESS THAN 15 mph.

If you have been in an accident
you need to be checked by a doctor.

CALL TO GET CHECKED TODAY
HealthQuest of Bad Axe

(989) 269-7011

2004 Dodge Neon: SXT, 4 Door; Auto, Air, Tilt, PW, PL, Stkif140213

$9,495
$9,495

§7.995
$7,995

2000 Ford Explorer 4x4: 4 Door, ¥LS, V6, Auto, Air, Cruise, Tilt, PW, PL, Nice; Stk#P1407T

$7,495§

2001 Chrysler Voyager: 7 Pass., V6, Auto, Air, Cruise, Tilt, PW, PL, Stkit1 38234
2000 Ford Windstar: V6, Auto, Air, 7 Passenger Seating, Cruise, Tilt, PW, PL........

$6,995 §
$5,995 ¢

1991 Ford F350 Supercab: 2WD; Dual Rear Wheels, XLT, V8, Auto, Air, PW, PL, Cruise, Tilt, Stk134233

$5,495 #

1996 Chevy Astro AWD: V6, Auto, Air, Cruise, Tikt, PW, PL, Stkif138013..
2000 Olds Alero: 4 Door, V8, Auto-Air, PW, PL

i Ford > Lincoln
fl Mercury » Chrysler
R Dodge « Jeep

, Cruise, Tilk, Chrome Wheels, Spoiler, Moonroof, Stki134712
1998 Ford Ranger Flare Side: E Cab, Ec.x: 5_ Stick, Air, S_mm E PW,PL, m%:oa

$4,995 §

“Serving Huron
Counly For
Over 30 Years!




